Btrength, and regular ; the tongue clean ; the bowels rather torpid ; the appetite deficient; emaciation, however, not remarkable ; she slept badly ; the urine was pale and copious, with occasional dysury; and the catamenia were regular in periodicity, but rather frequent and plentiful, and during menstruation there was uniformly an aggravation of her symptoms. She experienced a sense of constriction and pain in voiding the faeces. Her mental faculties were unimpaired, except in the acme of her agonizing paroxysms, which happened for the most part at the menstrual period, when she became greatly excited and delirious. This was almost invariably succeeded by a cataleptic state, which lasted for about twelve hours.
The patient gave a lucid and even graphic description of her sensations, which were of the most harassing, anomalous, and protean character. At times, she (March,) as a kind of last resource, a trial of it.
One-twelfth part of an ointment, composed of ten grains to an ounce of axunge, was rubbed along the affected parts of the spine twice a-day. The first three frictions had little palpable effect, but after the fourth, a feeling like electricity emanated from the spine, and radiated all over the body, which increased in intensity, on every succeeding friction, till it amounted to a sensation as if (as she expressed herself) " she were filled with quicksilver." This was succeeded, in the course of its employment, by numbness of the legs and arms.
Notwithstanding the energetic effects of the medicine, the originalsymptoms remained unsubdued. (May.) Aftera short interval, another trial was made of it, and on this occasion twenty grains were added to one ounce of lard. On the very first application a thrill darted over the body to the extremities, as if large drops of water were trickling to her feet and hands, and this was followed by the feeling of numbness experienced before. Irvine, 3d August 1836. * It may be mentioned, as a proof of the energy of this medicine, that the patient's mother, who rubbed it on the parts, had her right hand and fore-arm slightly benumbed, till she used a glove.
